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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


(as  composed  31st  December,  1955) 


Mr.  Councillor  G.  E.  BOAST,  J.P. , (Chairman  of  the  Council). 
Councillor  Mrs.  D.  ATKINS,  J.P.,  C.C.,  (Chairman  of  Committee). 
Mr.  Councillor  P.  HALL,  J.P. , (Vice-Chairman  of  Committee) . 
Councillor  Mrs.  A.  M.  BEADSMOOKE. 

Mr.  Councillor  P.  L.  BRAITHJAITE . 

Councillor  Dr.  M.  0.  CRUICKSHANK,  M.A, , M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Mr.  Councillor  G.  E.  DEARING,  J.P. , 

Mr.  Councillor  E,  A.  HOLT. 

Mr,  Councillor  J.  JACQUES. 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  0.  McGRAH. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


of  the 

HINCKLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

¥,  D.  CRUICKSI3ANK,  M.B. , Ch.B.  (Aberdeen) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

E.  MELSON,  F.S.I.A.(l.2.3.) 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

H.  REAMER,  M.S.I.A, ( 1.2.5.) 

Sanitary  Inspectors: 

L.  F.  WHITMORE,  M.S.I.A.  (1.2.) 

F.  D.  T.  GEORGE,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A,(l. 2.3.4.) 
A.M.I.San.E. 

General  Assistant/Clerk: 

G.  A.  HULME 

Clerks : 

MRS.  E.  E.  CLARK 
MISS  N.  E.  JENNINGS 


Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector: 
A.  TOON 

Rodent  Operator: 

T.  FITZPATRICK 


1 • Joint  Board  Certificate  for  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspectors  Certificate. 

3.  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Diploma  for  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to 
Buildings  and  Public  Works. 

A«  Associate  Membership  Examination  of  the  Institution  of  Sanitary  Engineers. 
Part  I.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Association  Diploma  in  Sanitary  Science. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


For  the  Year  19 55  • 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District  Council, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955  is  again  presented  in  the  same 
form  as  in  the  last  two  year's. 

General  Health  of  the  Community 

This  remains  satisfactory  and  the  nutritional  level  high. 

Infectious  Diseases 


As  hinted  in  my  last  year*  s report  Dysentery  seems  to  be  on  the 
increase.  The  cause  of  this  can  at  present  be  only  conjecture.  There 
was  a numerically  large  outbreak  of  Measles  but  fortunately  the  type  was 
mild.  This  was  almost  certainly  the  biggest  outbreak  that  has  yet 
occurred  in  the  Urban  District. 

There  were  3 confirmed  cases  of  Polio-myelitis  and  2 suspected  cases. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Diphtheria  Once  again  there  were  no  cases  at  all. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  target  is  the  protection  of  at  least  75$  of  all  children  before 
they  are  one  year  old. 

I fear  that  apathy  on  the  part  of  young  parents  who  have  never  known 
this  dread  disease  may  be  partly  responsible  for  our  own  figure  of  46$. 

Tuberculosis 


There  are  signs  that  the  various  categories  of  the  Health  Service, 
General  Practitioners,  Chest  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Mass  Xray  units, 
and  ancillary  services  are  between  them  waging  an  increasingly  successful 
war  on  this  disease. 

The  visit  of  the  Mass  Xray  unit  was  again  a success,  and  the  people 
attended  in  goodly  number.  I should  like  everyone  to  make  a point  of 
attending  when  next  the  unit  comes. 
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There  is  little  change  in  either  the  number  of  "births  or  the  "birth 
rate  - but  I am  pleased  to  note  a very  definite  fall  of  about  two  thirds 
in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births. 

The  dea.th  rat©  is  even  lower  than  lent  year  and  well  below  the  National 
Death  Rate  of  11.7. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  shows  a large  increase,  but,  once  again, 

I must  point  out  that  in  dealing  with  small  numbers  a slight  difference 
in  numbers  may  mean  a big  change  in  the  percentage  rate. 

Rood  Hygiene 

We  continue  to  strive  for  the  highest  possible  standard  of  cleanliness 
by  our  Pood  Traders  and  Licensees,  and  I gratefully  acknowledge  their  co- 
operation. 

I am  not  entirely  happy  about  conditions  in  the  portion  of  the  open 
air  market  where  food  is  exposed  for  sale.  Legislation  will  be  coming 
into  effect  during  the  year  1956?  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  what  results 
this  will  have. 

The  care  of  old  folk 


I see  no  reason  to  modify  the  views  I expressed  last  year.  I feel 
sure  that  better  care  of  the  elderly  in  their  oym  homes  would  pay  the  State 
handsome  dividends. 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  for  the  removal  of  unfit 
persons  to  hospital,  but  my  department  did  materially  help  in  getting  some 
old  people  to  places  where  they  would  receive  the  care  and  attention  which 
was  so  necessary. 

There  is  a movement  in  the  town,  sponsored  by  voluntary  organisations, 
to  provide  accommodation  for  elderly  folk.  I hope  this  materialises  and 
I note  with  approval  the  proposal  for  the  erection  of  more  flats  suitable 
for  old  people  by  the  Urban  District  Council  as,  as  has  previously  been 
pointed  out,  the  proportion  of  older  people  in  the  population  is  bound  to 
rise  in  the  next  decade  or  so. 

To  you,  Mr.  Chairman  of  the  Council,  Madam  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee  I offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindly  direction 
and  help,  and  to  Mr.  Melson  and  all  the  members  of  the  Health  Department 
my  gratitude  for  the  cheerful  and  tactful  way  in  which  they  have  carried 
out  their  not  at  all  easy  duties. 
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I append  the  customary  tables  of*  statistics,  and  I have  the  honour 
to  subscribe  myself. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


fyiAAcJ  0 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AMD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TEE  AREA 


(For  comparative  purposes  last  year’s  figures  have  been  inserted 

in  brackets) . 


Area  in  Acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  31/12/55 
Product  of  a penny  rate  at  31/3/55 
Rateable  value  at  31/3/55 


11,882 

39,800  (39,680) 

12,693  (12,430) 
£871:9:1.  (£846:15:11) 
£218,512.  (£212,649) 


Social  Conditions 


The  main  industries  of  the  district  are  the  manufacture  of  hosiery 
which  includes  unde  reear  and  outerwear,  and  boots  and  shoes.  There  is 
also  a large  dyers  and  cleaners,  some  engineering  and  many  trades  ancillary 
to  the  two  main  industries. 


Generally  the  industries  employ  a high  proportion  of  females. 


The  social  conditions  of  the  people  are  good.  The  improved  standard 
is  readily  apparent  when  seeing  the  great  change  which  now  exists  in  many 
of  the  older  houses.  They  are  brighter,  cleaner  and  furnished  better, 
indeed  in  some  cases  they  have  every  modem  convenience.  The  physical 
condition  of  the  children  is  also  much  improved, 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 


Live  Births 

• • • • • • ••• 

Mole 

305 

Female 

264 

TOTAL 

569 

(577) 

Legitimate 

• • • • • • 

302 

259 

561 

(552) 

Illegitimate 

• ••  • * • • • • 

3 

5 

8 

( 25) 

Birth  Rate 

- 14.29  (14.54)  per  1 

,000  of 

the  estimated  resident  population 

Still  Births 

• « • •••  • • • 

Male 

3 

Female 

10 

TOTAL 

13 

(15) 

Legitimate 

• t • • • • • • • 

3 

9 

12 

(15) 

Illegitimate 

• • • • • • ••• 

- 

1 

1 

( -) 

Rate 

- (still  births)  per 

1,000  population  m 

.32 

(.37) 
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Deaths 


Death  Rate  w 9,89  (10.40)  per  1?000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 


Deaths,  Males  211,  Females  183,  Total 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes. 


394  (413) 
Nil  (Nil) 
Nil  (Nil) 


Infantile  Mortality  Hate 
"(Rate  per  1,ooo  live  "births) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


33.39  (24.26) 
Male  Female 

lTT9)  8 (5) 

7 (7)  6 (4) 


T0T4L 

T9TT4) 
13  (11) 


VITAL  STATISTICS  - COMPARATIVE  TABLE 


; 1 

Birth  rate  per 
1,000  population 

Death  rate 
per  1 , 000 
population. 
All  causes. 

Rate  per  1 ,000  live 
"births. 

Total  deaths  under 
one  year. 

Live 

Births 

i Still 
! Births 

1 

England  and 

Wales 

15.0 

0.34 

1 

11.7 

24.9 

HINCKLEY  U.D.C. 

14.29 

0.32 

9.89  + 

33.39 

1 

- 

+ The  corrected  figures  for  the  "birth  and  death  rates  after  the 
crude  rates  have  "been  multiplied  "by  the  area  comparatibility  factors 
are  - 14.00  and  11.47  respectively. 
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Other  Mortality  Statistics 

Male 

Female 

1955 

Total 

1954 

Total 

1 • Tuberculosis , respiratory 

2 

3 

5 

13 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

1 

2 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9#  Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

- 

1 

1 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

3 

11 

8 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

14 

1 

15 

10 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

8 

8 

12 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

4 

14.  Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

21 

16 

37 

46 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

- 

2 

2 

7 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

31 

43 

74 

67 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

36 

12 

48 

54 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disea.se 

7 

8 

15 

23 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

16 

22 

38 

35 

21 • Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

15 

20 

25 

Contd.  . . 
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1955 

1954 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

22.  Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 3.  Pneumonia 

9 

5 

14 

12 

24.  Bronchitis 

14 

9 

23 

21 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

1 

- 

1 

3 

system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

1 

6 

7 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

4 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

2 

6 

6 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3'i . Congenital  malformations 

5 

3 

8 

3 

32.  Other  defined  & ill  defined 

21 

19 

40 

32 

diseases 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

1 

34.  411  other  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

9 

35.  Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

2 

36,  Homicide  & operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  DEATHS  PROM  ALL  CAUSES 

211 

183 

394 

413 

(215) 

(198) 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  TEIE  AREA 


The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  set  out  on  Page  2. 
of  the  Report. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Examinations  are  almost  wholly  performed  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  the  G-roby  Road  Hospital,  Leicester,  which  is  under  the  control  of 
Dr.  N.  S.  Mair. 

Chemical  examination  of  water  samples  is  performed  by  Mr.  S.  B. 

Bratley,  F.C.S.,  of  Oadby. 

Occasional  chemical  examination  of  food  is  made  by  the  Leicester  City 
Public  Analyst,  Mr.  F.  C.  Bullock,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory: - 


Throat  and  Nose  Swabs  52 

Faeces  and  Urine  1,027 

Sputa  159 

V.  and  C.  Swabs  2 

Milk  91 

• Y/ater  25 

Y/hooping  Cough  Swabs  9 

Miscellaneous  33 


TOTAL 


1,398  (1,228) 
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3.  Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Children 

Under  five  j 5 - 14 

years  J years 

1 

Total  number  immunised 
during  year 

j 

355  (it-68)  17  (23) 

1 

Total  number  immunised 
since  beginning  of  scheme 

| 

6219  (5864)  j 5065  (5048) 

Number  of  children  receiving 
booster  dose  of  immunisation 

305  (366) 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  continues  to  fall.  Throughout  England 
and  Wales  in  the  last  eleven  years  notifications  have  fallen  from 
18,500  in  194-5  to  l6l  (provisional)  for  1955*  During  the  same  period 
deaths  have  fallen  from  722  to  1 1 (provisional ) , 

Immunisation  has  proved  successful  in  wiping  out  Diphtheria  but  the 
object  of  the  campaign  must  be  maintained,  e.g.  to  secure  immunisation 
of  not  less  than  75$  of  babies  before  their  first  birthday. 


11. 


*3:  ; ' ,;i> 

■ n o-xl.II.  tc  o rmlasM 

. 

' -.‘'Jo 

• ‘i  **.:  - - j ,o  '1  I ;r<  i ‘in 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


The  following  table  shows  the  diseases  occurring  during  1955  and  the 
distribution  of  them:- 


Disease 

Hinckley 

Central 

Wards 

Barwell 

Burbage  j 

i 

j 

Earl 

Shilton 

1 

TOTAL 

Scarlet 

Fever 

20  (52) 

5 (29) 

T 

14  (9) 



20  (22) 

59  (112) 

Erysipelas 

- (D 

- (4) 

-(-)  | 

5 (4) 

5 (9) 

1 

Pneumonia 

8 (3) 

- (D 

1 (7)  ! 

. . i 

3 (2) 

12  (13) 

Confirmed 

Dysentery 

Not  Confd 

! 15 

(12)  , 

8 

" (2) 

38 

(4)  j 
17 

' (6) 

1 

53 

(24) 

26 

Measles 

1 

1 ... 

i 

595  (2) 

! 

112  (1) 

318  (2)  ! 

1 

247  (-) 

1272  (5)  1 

- i 

( 1 

i 

Whooping 

Cough 

I 40  (52)  | 

13  (14) 

LPl 

.J 

6 (20) 

i 

71  (141) 

Confirmed 

; Poliomyelitis 

Not  Confd 

1 

; (-)  : 
i 3 

" (-) 

' (_) 

1 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

3 

Para  Typhoid 
Fever 

1 (_) 

- (-) 

1 

- (-)  j 

- (-) 

i 

i (-)  | 

Confirmed 
Food  Poisoning 
Not  Confd 

k 

(-) 

" (-) 

4 

(-)  1 

10 

- - ! 

’ (D 

1 

8 

(D  ! 

ii 

totals: 

695  (123) 

130  (51) 

414  (79) 

284  (57) 

1523  (310) 

Totals  include  all  cases  notified) 

.Figures  in  brackets  represent  last  year’s  figures  - they  do  not  necessarily 
add  up  to  the  total  figure  shown  as  some  diseases  occurred  last  year  but 
not  this . ) 
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AGE  GROUPS  AID  SEX 


DISEASE 

UNDER 

— f 

Over  j 

Age 

Un- 

Total 

TOTAL 

1 

i 

1 3 

5 

1. 

]«' 

15 

25 

1 

25  ! 

- L 

known 

M. 

F. 

: 

. ----- 

Scarlet 

M. 

4 

: 8 

! 19  i 

1 

1 

33 

59 

Fever 

F. 

- 

... 

3 

5 

16  * 

1 

1 

26 

Erysipelas 

M. 

_ 

i — 

- { - - i 

- - - 

. . 

1 | 

— 

i 

5 

F. 

j _ 

_ 

4 ! 

_ 

4 

Pneumonia 

M. 

_ 

- 

i 

I 

i . . 

_ 

8 1 

— 

8 

12 

F, 

- 

} , 

4 

4 

Dysentery 

M. 

3 

L - 6 

3 

! 16  1 

3 

i ! 

5 

4 

41 

79 

F. 

5 

1 

6 

11 

3 

3 

10 

38 

Measles 

M. 

' ■■  ■ -H 

l/l 

— 

131 

173 

J.  33.7  . 

7 

1. . j 

663 

1272 

F. 

9 

112 

168 

1 314 

4 

i i 

609 

Whooping 

M. 

3 

13 

10 

| 14  ! 

— 

r 

42 

71 

Cough 

F. 

1 

7 

10 

11  i 

1 1 

29 

Polio- 

M. 

2 

j 2 . 

| 

_ 

_ j 

4 

5 

Myelitis 

i.  i 

1 

1 

] 

1 

_ j 

1 

Para  Typhoid 

M. 

— 

.. 

i - 

l 

- | 

— 

| 'j 

1 

Fever 

F. 

1 ' 1 

*" 

_ 

j i i 

! 

1 

Food 

M.  j 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— ~*| 

1 1 

4 

"*  1 

11 

19 

Poisoning 

F. 

— 

2 

i 

? : 

8 ; 

TOTALS 

M* 

21 

160 

195 

: 390 

ii 

j 

3 1 

19 

4 

8O3 

1523 

t 

F. 

10 

(M 

189 

J 35S 

8 

4 

j 

24 

2 

720 

13 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  s.V7 


Three  cases  of  old  people  who  were  in  need  of  care  and  attention  were 
dealt  with. 

One  went  voluntarily  into  hospital,  one,  by  the  help  of  relatives  and 
friends  was  rehabilitated  and  carried  on  reasonably  well  • 

The  third  person,  a man  of  80  was  unwilling  to  go  voluntary  and  although 
he  lives  under  field  conditions,  his  physical  condition  is  such  that  I do  not 
feel  justified  in  applying  for  an  Order  at  present. 

Tuberculosis 


No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  or  under  s.172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

29  new  cases  were  added  to  the  register  during  the  year. 

10  Inward  Transfer  cases  were  also  added. 
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mi  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  1955 


(including  Inward  Transfer  of  cases  outside  the  area) 


j 1 

mr  cases  1955 

DEATHS  1955 

i niMon 

j Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

i M.  P.  M.  F. 

1 

_ Non 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M.  P.  M.  P. 

i 

Under  1 Year  j - 

" 5 Years  i - 

" 15  " | - 1 

" 25  " i 4 5 1 - 

" 35  " ! 3 3 11 

" 45  " ! 1 2 11 

» 55  « ! 5 i i 

Over  55  " j 2 1 - 

• _ . 

1 1 ! 1 1 1 T-  1 

1 1 1 1 1 -5-  1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1-  1 CM 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 CM 

TOTALS  j 20(15)12(13)  3(3)  4 (5) i 2 3 111 

i . 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  NET  CASES 

(including  Inward  Transfers) 

1 

HJLMOrttICf 

DTCTRTCT  I-  

NON-PULMONARY 

1 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

. 

Hinckley  (Central  Wards)  11  3 

Barwell  2 1 

Earl  Shilton  1 - 3 

Burbage  j 3 

Inward  Transfer  ; 

of  cases  outside  i 4 5 

the  area  j 

f 

1 2 

1 

1 1 

“ ~ 

1 

^ 1 

TOTALS  | 20(15)  12(16) 

i 3(3)  k(5) 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  upon  the 
administration  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  Department. 

The  five  year  programme  of  slum  clearance  which  had  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  before  1st  August  1955  was  sent  to  them  in  April.  It 
provided  for  the  removal  of  627  houses.  Progress  was  again  maintained 
in  this  effort  and  118  houses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  104  by 
Clearance  Area  procedure  and  14  as  Individual  Unfits. 

A special  inspection  and  report  was  made  on  the  schools  in  the  district 
and  whilst  the  ultimate  conditions  may  not  for  various  reasons  reach  the 
standard  I would  desire,  no  doubt  much  improvement  will  result  as  a 
consequence  of  representations  from  the  Health  Committee  based  on  this 
report. 

I would  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  and  Officers  of  the 
Council  for  their  interest,  support  and  co-operation  and  would  offer  special 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr,  \7.  D.  Cruickshank,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  to  my  staff. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  TEE  AREA 


1.  MATER  SUPPLY 


Quality 

The  quality  of  the  water  supply  has  "been  satisfactory.  The  water 
obtained  from  a deep  well  at  Snarestone  and  a borehole  at  Chilcote  are  hard 
waters  with  a high  standard  of  purity.  The  reservoir  water  from  Thornton 
which  is  supplied  to  the  district  from  the  City  of  Leicester  via  the  Borough 
of  Nuneaton  is  moderately  soft. 

Both  supplies  are  chlorinated. 

Quantity 

The  quantity  available  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  constantly  growing 
demand.  A supply  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  but  occasionally  it 
could  not  be  regarded  as  adequate  in  certain  districts. 

Formerly,  it  'was  very  rare  for  any  house,  new  or  old,  to  not  have  some 
method  of  collecting  and  storing  roof  water  -to  provide  a soft  water  and 
incidently  to  augment  the  existing  piped  supply.  During  recent  years,  the 
tendency  has  been  for  the  provision  of  rain  water  storage  facilities  to  be 
omitted  which  in  view  of  our  precarious  position  is  unfortunate.  If  the 
former  position  was  returned  to,  a conservative  estimate  of  the  storage 
capacity  available  would  be  about  half  a million  gallons  which  would  materially 
augment  our  existing  storage  capacity  of  if  million  gallons.  In  view  of  the 
increasing  shortage  and  cost  of  water,  every  attempt  should  be  made  to 
encourage  the  storage  and  use  of  rain  water. 

Examination  of  M ater  Supplies 

(a)  Town  Water 

23  samples  wore  taken,  19  for  bacteriological  and  A for  chemical 
examination.  /ill  the  samples  were  certified  as  satisfactory  except 
one  sample  of  Thornton  water  which  failed  the  bacteriological  examination. 

The  pH  value  of  the  samples  varied  from  7*2  to  8*5  which  indicates  that 
it  would  be  very  unlikely  for  plumbo- solvent-action  to  occur. 

(b)  Well  Water 

6 samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina.tion,  3 of  them  being 
unsatisfactory. 

The  unsatisfactory  wells  at  three  premises  were  dealt  with  as  follows 
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1 • the  dwelling  was  condemned  and  demolished. 

. 2.  a chlorinating  plant  was  installed. 

3.  the  owners  applied  for  a supply  of  town  water  which  was  to  "be  obtained 
from  a service  supplying  a farm  just  outside  the  Urban  District  boundary. 

Water  supply  to  dwelling  houses  in  the  district 

Of  the  39,300  people  in  the  district  who  live  in  12,693  houses,  38,933  in 
12,406  houses  have  an  internal  supply  of  town  water.  563  people  in  182  houses 
have  a supply  of  town  water  obtained  from  external  standposts  and  3 04  people  in 
105  houses  obtain  their  supply  from  well s or  springs. 

2 houses  formerly  occupied  by  5 persons  who  were  dependant  upon  a spring 
supply  of  water  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

2.39  miles  of  water  main  was  constructed  during  the  year.  A main  was  being 
constructed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  to  improve  the  supply  to  parts  of 
the  Burbage  Ward. 


. SEWERAGE 


The  overhaul  and  extension  of  the  sewerage  system  at  Stoke  Golding  was 
proceeding  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  The  completion  of  this  work  will 
enable  progress  to  be  made  with  the  removal  of  the  pail  closets  which  have  been 
tolerated  so  long  owing  to  the  absence  of  adequate  sewers. 

. SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  extension  at  the  main  disposal  works  at  Sketchley  was  completed  during 
the  year.  The  small  disposal  works  in  Bullfurlong  Lane,  Burbage  was  overhauled 
and  improved. 

. CESSPOOLS 


One  cesspool  was  constructed  during  the  year.  There  are  123  cesspools  and 
12  septic  tanks  used  in  connection  with  179  properties. 

, SANITARY  ACCOmODATION 


In  general,  the  whole  of  the  sanitaiy  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage 
system,  there  being  no  privies  or  privy  middens,  21 8 pail  closets  and  13 >41 7 
water  closets. 

2 pail  closets  were  converted  to  V/.Cs.  during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  the  pail  closets  are  situate  at  properties  where  there  is 
no  sewer  or  adequate  water  supply.  Immediately  these  facilities  are  available 
attempts  will  be  made  to  remove  these  abominations. 
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The  position  at  December  31  st  1935  was  as  follows 


Hinckley 

Y/ards 

Barwell 

Burbage 

Earl 

Shilton 

Sketchley 

Smock- 

ing- 

ton 

Stoke 

Gold- 

ie 

Wykin 

TOTALS 

Scheduled 

properties 

7 

3 

2 

6 

- 

- 

41 

10 

69 

Properties 
where  no 

sewer 

8 

19 

3 

4 

5 

3 

4 

46 

Farms  where 

sewer  or 

water  is 
unavailable 

9 

13 

8 

7 

- 

1 

6 

1 

45 

Other 

properties 

5 

j 

i . 

1 

- 

- 

52 

- 

58 

TOTALS 

29 

I 

16  ; 29 

J 

17 

6 

102 

15 

CO 

■*— 

CM 

6.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 

House  refuse  and  collection  is  dealt  with  by  direct  labour  under  the 
control  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor.  Seven  low  side  loading  Karrier  Bantam 
vehicles  are  used  for  refuse  collection. 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  land  adjoining 
Heath  Lane,  Earl  Shilton  and  trade  refuse  by  partial  controlled  tipping  at 
the  Stapleton  Lane,  Harwell  disposal  works  where  much  of  the  combustible  type 
of  trade  refuse  is  burnt. 

i 

The  frequency  of  collection  varied  from  once  per  seven  days  to  once  per 
three  weeks. 

7.  DUSTBINS 


172  visits  were  made  at  6l  premises  regarding  the  prevision  of  satis- 
factory dustbins.  58  new  dustbins  were  provided.  Two  statutory  notices 
were  served  and  complied  with. 

The  decision  of  the  Health  Committee  made  in  1953*  that  where  a house 
was  let  at  the  same  rent  as  that  paid  in  1939  the  tenant  should  be  called 
upon  to  provide  the  dustbin,  operates  reasonably  well  apart  from  the  few 
cases  where  an  old  age  pensioner  is  tenant. 

To  obtain  the  renewal  of  defective  dustbins  under  the  present  conditions 
is  still  a painfully  slow  procedure  where  the  owner  or  occupier  is  not 
prepared  to  co-operate. 
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8,  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Complaints 

32(4  recorded  complaints  were  received, 

12f4  concerned  infestations  of  rats,  mice,  beetles,  etc. 
128  concerned  public  health  matters, 

72  concerned  housing  matters. 

Premises 


12f23  premises  were  inspected  relating  to  824  nuisances  or  defects 
which  were  discovered  and  dealt  with. 

Number  of  Inspections 


Initial 

Re-visits 

TOTAL 

Inspections 

Accumulations 

32 

24 

56 

Animal  Keeping 

175 

42 

217 

Dustbins,  Refuse  Collection 

Q h 

249 

and  Sanitary  Accommodation 

\JJ 

Nuisances 

415 

1036 

1455 

Drainage  Y/orks 

268 

364 

632 

Moveable  Dwellings 

50 

91 

141 

Smoke  Abatement 

61 

94 

155 

Housing 

371 

359 

730 

House  Improvement  Grants 

142 

105 

247 

Overcrowding 

15 

1 

16 

Verminous  Premises  & Persons 

60 

2(4 

104 

Y/ater  Supply  & Sampling 

51 

27 

78 

Pood  & Milk  Sampling 

70 

45 

115 

Rats  & Mice  Destruction 

385 

903 

1288 

Pood  Premises 

246 

336 

582 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

29 

18 

47 

Pood  Poisoning  Investigations  47 

116 

163 

Meat  & Pood  Inspection 

1221 

268 

1489 

Market  Inspections 

6 

49 

55 

Slaughterhouses 

17 

17 

34 

Knackers  Yard 

3 

9 

12 

Dairies 

32 

34 

66 

Factories  Act 

25 

37 

62 

Shops  Act 

33 

27 

60 

Infectious  Diseases 

109 

26 

135 

Dysentery  Investigations 

265 

649 

914 

Licensed  and  Club  Premises 

81 

120 

201 

Schools 

40 

47 

87 

Other  Inspections 

776 

22f6 

1022 

TOTAL 

5123 

5289 

10412 
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>.  NOTICES 


Informal 

Outstanding  1st  January- 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  31st  December 

Statutory 

Outstanding  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  31st  December 


Housing 

Public  Health 

51 

30 

78 

157 

86 

152 

- 

2 

43 

25 

Housing 

Public  Health 

— 

1 

- 

2 

- 

3 

).  SUMMARY  ACTION 


Four  summonses  were  issued  against  a butcher: - 

1 . Slaughtering  5 sheep  and  1 calf  for  human  consumption  without  giving  three 
hours  notice  contrary  to  Article  8 of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations 

1924. 

2.  Slaughtering  1 calf  without  first  stunning  it  with  a mechanically  operated 
instrument  contrary  to  s.1  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933  and  s.5  of 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act  1954. 

3.  Using  premises  as  a slaughterhouse  without  holding  a licence  granted  under 
s.57  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1938  authorising  him  to  keep  those  premises  as 
a slaughterhouse. 

4.  The  preparation  of  food  for  sale  intended  for  human  consumption  in  an 
unsatisfactory  room  contrary  to  s.13  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1938. 

Immediately  before  the  hearing  the  defending  solicitor  said  his  client  would 
plead  guilty  on  the  two  Food  & Drugs  Act  counts  if  the  two  others  were  withdrawn. 
This  was  agreed  to  and  fines  of  £5.  were  imposed  on  each  charge. 

• SHOPS  ACT 

60  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  12  premises. 

9 contraventions  were  found,  8 being  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

2 contraventions  which  were  outstanding  from  1954  were  also  abated. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


141  inspections  were  made  relating  to  33  moveable  dwellings  or  sites. 

14  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 

4 new  licences  were  issued  when  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

Of  the  remainder  of  the  new  applications 

6 were  granted  with  conditions  attached  hut  no  licence  had  been  issued 

at  the  end  of  Hie  year. 

2 of  these  were  awaiting  Planning  approval. 

2 were  granted  but  no  licences  issued  as  the  caravans  were  on  the  sites 

for  a short  temporary  period  only. 
1 was  withdrawn  due  to  the  unsatisfactory  water  supply. 

1 application  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Applications  for  renewal  of  licences 

13  were  received. 

14  were  granted  for  one  year,  and 

1 was  refused  due  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  van. 
Contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936 


20  were  found  during  the  year. 

8 were  abated  either  by  the  moveable  dwelling  being  vacated  or  removed  from 

the  site. 

9 were  abated  by  the  completion  of  structural  works. 

2 contraventions  involving  the  need  for  structural  works  were  unabated  at 

the  end  of  the  year,  and 

1 was  unabated  due  to  an  unwholesome  well  water  supply. 

Moveable  Dwellings  in  the  District 

5 moveable  dwellings  were  removed  from  sites  during  the  year. 

2 were  vacated  and  awaiting  removal  from  sites  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 

16  moveable  dwellings  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  moveable  dwelling  which  had  been  on  its  site  for  some  years  was  condemned 
lander  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  and  demolished. 
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13.  REGULATED  BUILDINGS 


(a)  There  is  one  offensive  trade  premises , a tripe  dresser  which  has  not  "been 
used  for  the  preparation  of  tripe  during  the  year, 

14.  THE  OLD  METAL  DEALERS  ORDER 


7 persons  have  registered  their  premises  with  the  Council. 

12  inspections  of  the  registers  were  made, 

15.  THE  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

4 premises  were  licensed  as  pet  shops. 

10  inspections  were  made. 

One  licensed  premises  was  closed  during  the  year. 

No  contraventions  were  found. 

16.  NAG  FLOCK  /JO  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1951 

We  have  6 registered  premises,  one  registered  premises  being  vacated  during 
the  year,  11  inspections  were  made,  one  contravention  was  found  and  abated. 

All  the  traders  use  rag  flock  bought  under  'warranty.  No  samples  of  flock 
were  taken  for  analysis. 

17.  3M0KE  AEAT1MENT 

52  observations  were  made  on  chimneys  in  connection  with  14  premises  and  155 
inspections  were  made. 

9 nuisances  were  discovered,  8 of  these  being  abated  by  the  following  action:  • 

4 by  more  care  in  stoking. 

2 by  the  extension  of  the  chimney  stack. 

1 by  the  installation  of  an  automatic  stoker. 

1 by  reducing  the  area  of  the  firebed. 

Complaints  were  received  of  the  occa.sional  grit  a n&  smoke  from  the  chimneys 
of  a dye  works  where  automatic  stokers  had  been  fixed  and  a grit  arrestor  had  been 
fixed  to  one  of  the  boiler  stacks.  This  factor y is  now  surrounded  by  dwellings. 
The  owner  ■undertook  to  give  consideration  to  increasing  his  boiler  capacity  to 
prevent  overloading  of  the  existing  boilers  which  in  rqy  opinion  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  smoke  nuisance. 
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8.  ERADICATION  OP  VERMIN 


98  inspections  were  made  at  37  premises  regarding  various  types  of  vermin. 

4 houses  were  treated  for  bed  bugs, 

2 " " " » fleas 

and  the  remainder  varied  from  woodworm  to  beetles. 

During  recent  years  there  seems  to  have  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
woodworm  infestation  and  in  the  presence  of  ants. 

The  department  cannot  deal  with  all  infestations  of  these  kinds  but  where 
the  occupier  of  the  premises  has  attempted  to  remove  the  infestation  from  inside 
the  house  and  has  failed,  the  department  will  try  to  remove  the  infestation  upon 
payment  being  made. 

9.  VERMINOUS  PERSONS 


One  inspection  was  made  regarding  a verminous  person. 

No  persons  were  cleansed  at  the  Cleansing  Station. 

The  alternative  proposals  referred  to  in  my  last  year*s  report  for  the 
Cleansing  Station  have  not  yet  come  into  operation.  The  contract  has  been  placed 
for  the  works  of  adaptation. 

0.  HOUSING- 

A.  New  Houses 


Houses,  permanent  type,  completed  during  year: - 

By  local  authority  ...  82 

By  private  enterprise  ...  289 


Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 

By  local  authority  ...  1 66 

By  private  enterprise  ...  245 


Total  number  of  post-war  houses  completed: - 

By  local  authority  ...  1398 

By  private  enterprise  . . . 920 


Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  • • • 682 
Number  of  applications  received  during  year  . . . 277 

Number  of  families  rehoused  since  the  termination  of 
hostilities :- 

(a^  in  new  houses  • ...  1411 

(b)  in  vacancies  which  have  arisen  ...  400 


Number  of  Council  houses  in  the  district  at  31/12/33  ...  2872 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  the  district  at  31/12/39  •••  1523 
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:1.  B.  INSPECTION  OF  nTELUMG  EPOSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

0)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (-under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  •••  353 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1318 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwell ing-hous e s (included  under  (sub-head) 

(l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  end  1932.  ...  118 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  • ••  730 

(3)  Number  of  dwe 1 1 ing-hous e s found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation.  . • • 118 


2.  C.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING-  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 

Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  during  the  period  as  a result  of  informal 

action  by  the  local  authority  under  the  Housing  or 

Public  Health  Acts  , 97 

3.  D.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(1)  Public  Health  Acts 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(2)  Housing  Acts 


No  Statutory  action  under  this  Act  was  taken 
regarding  the  enforcement  of  repairs. 
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REMOVAL  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES 


(a) 


The  following  104  houses  were  represented  and  dealt  with  under  Part  III 
of  the  Housing  Act  1936  in  9 Areas. 

No.  of  No.  of 

Houses  Persons 


Area  No,  72.  Victoria  Street  (Hinckley)  C.P.O.  31 
No's.  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15, 
16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27, 

Victoria  Street  and 

No's.  28,29,30  & 31,  Mill  View. 

Area  No.  73.  Keats  Lane  (Earl  Shilton)  C.O.  3 

No's.  45,47  & 47a,  Keats  Lane. 

Area  No.  74.  Derby  Hoad  (Hinckley)  C.O.  5 

No  * s . 21 , 23 , 25 , Derby  Road  and 
No's.  1 and  2,  Orton  Square. 

Area  No.  75.  Brick  Kiln  Street  (Hinckley)  C.O.  23 
No's.  1,3,5,7,9,11,13,15,17,2,4,6,8,10,12, 
14,16,18,20,22  & 24,  Brick  Kiln  Street  and 
No's.  81  and  83,  Coventry  Road. 

Area  No.  76.  Factory  Road  (Hinckley)  C.O.  4 

No's.  72,74,76  & 78,  Factory  Road. 

Area  No.  77*  Barrack  Yard  (Hinckley)  C.O.  2 

No's.  4 and  5,  Barrack  Yard. 


Area  No.  78.  High  Street  (No. 3)  Earl  Shilton  C.O.  19 
No's.  21 ,23,25,27,29,31 ,33,35/37,39,41 , 
34,36,38/40,42,44,46,48,50  and 
52,  High  Street. 

Area  No.  79.  Wood  Street  (No. 2)  Earl  Shilton  C.O.  10 
No's.  110,112,114,116,118,120,122,124,126, 
and  128,  Wood  Street. 

Area  No.  80.  Church  Street  (No, 4)  Earl  Shilton  C.O.  7 
No's.  95,97,99,101,103,105  and  107,  Church  St. 


93 


15 

7 

80 


7 

6 

44 


22 


19 


TOTAL  = 9 AREAS 


The  whole  of  these  Orders  were  confirmed  hy  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  Two  houses.  No.  42  High  Street  in  Area  No.  78,  and 
No.  118  Wood  Street  in  Area  No.  79  were  declared  to  be  well  maintained 
houses  for  the  purpose  of  s.42  of  the  1936  Act. 
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(b)  MITOU.AL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  upon  the  following  houses 

1,2  & 3 > Old  Spa  Cottages,  Bowling  Green  Road. 

2,  Derby  Road. 

56  "The  Lilacs"  Y/orkhouse  Lane. 

+ 95,  Coventry  Road. 

17,  Almeys  Lane. 

7 & 9,  Alma  Road. 

3 Cottages  known  as  "Crown  Hill  Cottages" 

Station  Road,  Stoke  Golding. 
2 Cottages  known  as  "Freemans  Cottages" , 

Station  Road,  Stoke  Golding. 


7 persons 

4 

3 

3 

2 " 

4 

5 
4 


14  houses  32  persons 


56  "The  Lilacs"  was  a railway  coach  which  was  used  as  a temporary  dwelling. 

+ The  owners  representatives  submitted  proposals  to  secure  the  reconstruction 
and  improvement  of  this  house  under  s«5  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1 954.  The  proposals  were  agreed  to  and  the  work  was  in  hand  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

(c)  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

(a)  In  Clearance  Areas 


No*s. 

4, 6, 8, 10, 10a, 40  & 42,  Windsor  Street. 

3 

persons 

No  * s . 

23,23,27  and 

displaced 

No*s. 

14,16,18,20  & 22,  Freemans  Lane. 

15,155,17,19,  & 19^5-,  Church  Street,  Burbage. 

12 

M 

No*s. 

13 

11 

No*s. 

24  c&  26,  Trinity  Lone. 

6 

ti 

No  * s . 

29,31,33,35,37  & 59,  Leicester  Road,  Hinckley. 

22 

ti 

No’s.' 

1 and  2,  The  Nooks,  Carrs  Hill. 

5 

11 

No’ s. 

22,24,26,28  & 30,  High  Street,  Earl  Shilton. 

17 

n 

No’s. 

28  & 30,  Church  Street  and 

No*  s. 

5,7  and  9,  Chapel  Street,  Earl  Shilton. 

13 

it 

40  houses 

93  SifpKSed 

(b)  Houses  in  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
purchased  as  "Grey"  property. 

No.  29,  Freemans  Lane.  A persons 

displaced 
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(o)  Individual  Unfit  Houses 


58a,  Castle  Street. 

19,  Stockwell  Head. 

2,  Derby  Road. 

1,  2 & 3j  Old  Spa  Cottages. 
36,  Windsor  Street. 


persons 

3 displaced 

4 
4 
7 

9 


7 houses 


27 


persons 

displaced 


No*s.  15  & 17,  Church  Walk,  Hinckley  and 
No*s.  1 and  3,  William  Iliffe  Street, 

dwellings  owned  "by  the  Council  were  demolished  and  6 persons  displaced, 
(d)  Houses  Closed  Informally 

No’s,  la,  3,  5,  7 and  13,  King  Georges  Way  and  63  Upper  Bond  Street  were 
closed. 


The  King  Georges  Way  houses  are  hutments  luilt  for  the  Ministry  of  Aircraft 
Production  during  the  War  years.  They  were  temporary  Buildings  and  dampness 
and  condensation  were  permanently  present  in  certain  of  them, 

(e)  Future  Action 

The  five  year  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  required  to  "be  sent  to  the  Ministry 
"before  1st  August  1955  was  sent  to  them  in  April  1955  and  the  form  of 
proposals  is  set  out  below: - 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936:  PARTS  II  AMD  III 
HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954:  SECTION  1. 

Required  form  of  Proposals 


Local  Authority  Hinckley  Urban  District  Council 

County  Leicestershire 


Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  local  authority's  area 

12,138 

Part  1 , The  total  problem 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  within  the  meaning  of  section  9 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1 954, 
and  suitable  for  action  under  section  11  or 
section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 627 


Cont.  ... 
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(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think 
necessary  for  securing  the  demolition  of 

all  the  houses  in  (i)  ..  . . ••  5 

Part  2.  Orders  already  made,  etc. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas 
and  already  covered  by  operative  clearance 
or  compulsory  purchase  orders  or  owned  by 

the  local  authority.  83 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in 
clearance  areas  and  for  which  clearance 
or  compulsory  purchase  orders  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have  not 

yet  become  operative.  ..  . • .«  Nil 

Part  3»  Action  in  the  first  five  years 

(v)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in 
clearance  areas  and  for  which  clearance 
or  compulsory  purchase  orders  are  to  be 
made  or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by 

agreement  within  the  five  years.  • . • . . . 34 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included 
in  clearance  areas  still  to  be  declared 
and  which  within  the  five  years  will  be 
owned  by  the  local  authority  or  will  have 
been  included  in  a clearance  order  or  a 
compulsory  purchase  order  submitted  to 

the  Minister.  469 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v) 
and  (vi)  to  be  patched  (if  necessary) 
and  retained  within  the  five  years  under 
section  2 of  the  Housing  Repairs  & Rents 


Act,  1954,  for  temporary  accommodation.  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v) 
and  (vi),  to  be  demolished  in  the  five 

years.  ..  ..  ..  586 


(ix)  Number  of  houses  (including  those 

already  comprised  in  operative  demolition 

orders)  to  be  demolished  in  the  five  years 

as  a result  of  action  under  section  11  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936.  41 
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The  proposals  were  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  on  the  7th  February  1956}  and  copies  were  deposited  at  the 
Clerk’s  and  Health  Departments  for  inspection. 

Of  the  627  houses  set  out  in  Part  1,  sub-para  • (i),  423  have  still  to 
be  dealt  with. 


This  reduction  has  been  achieved  by  the  following  action  up  to  the  end 
of  1955:- 

Houses  dealt  with  in  1953/54  = 33  of  which  12  are  still 

occupied. 


Houses  dealt  with  in  1954  = 
Houses  dealt  with  in  1955  = 
Houses  before  the  Ministry  for  confirmation  = 
Houses  dealt  with  as  Individual  Unfits  in  1955  = 


6 

34  of  which  33  are  still 
occupied. 

70  all  being  occupied. 

11  of  which  7 are  still 
occupied. 


TOTAL  = 204  of  which  122  are  still 

occupied. 

1 house  in  Area  No. 37 
Stoke  Golding  which  is 
still  occupied. 


Leaving  a balance  of  423  houses  to  be  dealt  with. 

As  stated  on  page  26,  the  104  houses  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in 
Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  confirmed. 

It  is  proposed  to  deal  with  approximately  00  houses  during  1956. 

(f)  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES  DEALT  WITH  SINCE  1 932 

(a)  By  Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  = 613  houses  & 1833  persons 

Orders  displaced 

(b)  Individual  Unfit  houses  by  = 277  " & 790  " 

Demolition  Orders 


TOTAL  = 890  houses  & 2681  persons 

displaced 
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5.  F.  HOUSING-  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.  OVEBCROITDING- 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  . ••  A- 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  •••  6 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  •••  29 

0>)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

year  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  39 


Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the  year  by  the  Housing 
Department  of  the  Council  rehousing  the  families  and  one  was  abated  by  one 
adult  mole  member  of  the  family  living  away. 


Information  of  families  who  are  legally  overcrowded  is  sent  to  the 
Housing  Superintendent  for  attaching  to  their  housing  application.  The 
Housing  Management  Sub-Committee  and  the  Housing  Superintendent  give  much 
consideration  to  this  aspect  of  housing  and  they  have  been  responsible  for 
most  of  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  which  has  taken  place  during  the  past 
decade. 


G.  HOUSING  SUMMARY 


1.  H. 


(a)  Total  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the  district 

(b)  Total  number  of  Council  houses  occupied  in  district 
HOUSING  ACT.  194-9 

Improvement  Grants 


12,693 

2,872 


132  recorded  enquiries  were  made  during  the  year.  In  most  cases  the 
enquiry  was  followed  by  an  inspection  of  the  property.  12  grants  were  made. 
Very  few  enquiries  were  received  relating  to  rented  property. 

3.  I.  RENT  RESTRICTION  ACTS 

29  cases  were  dealt  with  and  entered  in  my  register. 

19  regarding  proposed  rent  increases. 


3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 


alleged  excessive  rent, 
rent  of  sub-tenant, 
tenancy  changes. 

refusal  of  landlord  to  take  rent, 
the  shoring  of  rented  accommodation, 
an  appeal  against  the  rent. 


Many  verbal  enquiries  were  dealt  with  during  the  course  of  my  duty. 
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Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  s.2 6 of  the  1954  Act. 


7 applications  were  made,  6 being  granted  and  one  refused. 

29.  SCHOOLS 

All  the  schools  in  the  district  under  the  control  of  the  County  Education 
Authority  were  inspected  relating  to  the  sanitary  facilities  available  and  a 
special  report  was  placed  before  the  Health  Committee.  Of  the  2 6 schools 
inspected,  24  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard  for  sanitary  accommodation 
or  washing  facilities  laid  down  by  Regulations  made  under  the  1944  Education 
Act. 


The  Regulations  standard  is  a high  one  and  the  structure  or  congestion 
at  many  of  the  old  schools  make  it  almost  impossible  to  comply  with  it. 

The  Health  Committee  decided  a copy  of  the  report  should  be  sent  to  the 
Director  of  Education  and  to  make  representations  for  improvements  to  be 
effected. 


50.  MILK  SUPPLY 
DAIRIES 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


36  inspections  were  made  at  9 registered  premises.  13  contraventions 
were  found,  9 being  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  contravention  was 
also  abated  from  action  commenced  during  1954. 

The  contraventions  found  were : - 

7 relating  to  cleansing  items, 

2 " " unsatisfactory  utensils, 

4 M " other  varied  items. 

There  are  two  dairies  which  supply  most  of  the  milk  in  the  town.  Both 
have  pasteurising  plant,  one  being  of  the  "Holder"  type  and  one  of  the  "High 
Temperature  Short  Time"  plant. 

One  of  the  dairies  has  had  a new  bottle  washing  plant  installed  which 
has  improved  the  quality  of  the  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  the  bottles. 

DISTRIBUTORS 


30  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  6 of  the  persons  on  the 
register. 

Two  contraventions  were  found  and  abated,  and  3 were  abated  from  1934. 


32 


;uh*f  ) . «:  t i „ ; V 

rjocp&e 


■ 

••  t i-rpx  liiioocjo 

♦ ■ ’ . . - '... 

• WSPIW 

.•  pt  r 'Iim  s . • L '/ir/iafc  idM 

i.  ■ o.  -l 

■ 

■ ■ . • v' 


. .i  I ruol:  ai  >£;fri.nr  f»  •» 

■ i u.  V 


. 

■ 

< 1 "tmT  ^.Oiia  ow^JBri  *.1*T 


■ 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1949 

(a)  PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK 


18  Dealers  licences  and  1 Supplementary  licence  have  been  granted  to 
use  the  designation  "Pasteurised".  This  is  four  more  than  last  year  and 
is  no  doubt  connected  with  the  district  being  now  included  in  a "specified" 
area  where  only  heat  treated  milk  or  milk  from  Tuberculin  Tested  herds  can 
be  sold. 

(b)  RA¥  MILK 

20  Dealers  licences  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk,  an  increase  of  3 over  last  year. 

MILK  SAMPLES 

(a)  Bacteriological 


Tuber- 

culin 

Tested 

(farm 

bottled) 

Tuber- 

culin 

Tested 

Non- 

Desig- 

nated 

Past- 

eurised 

Tuber- 

culin 

Tested 

Past. 

I 

TOTAL 

1 

SATISFACTORY 

13 

19 

3 

13 

1 

51 

UNSATISFACTORY 

1 

7 

1 

- 

- 

9 

TOTAL 

• 

16 

26 

4 

13 

1 

60 

Percentage 

unsatisfactory 

6.02% 

26. C% 

i. ...... . . . 

25.% 

- 

- 

13? 

I 

1 

Phosphatase  Test 

The  whole  of  the  Pasteurised  samples  also  passed  this  test  indicating 
that  the  samples  had  been  adequately  heat  treated. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Sanitary  Officer  for  copies  of  the  results 
of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of  milk  from  our  two  pasteurising 
plants  and  the  Phosphatase  tests  on  the  samples. 
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From  From 

Dairy  A.  Dairy  B. 


Total  number  of  milk  samples  95 

Results  of  Methylene  Blue 
Test:- 

Satisfactory  94 

Void  1 

Results  of  Phosphatase 
Test:- 

Satisfactory  93 

Unsatisfactory  1 

Void  1 


83 

78 

5 

82 

1 


Bottle  Sterility  Test:- 

No.  of  Bottles  taken  12 

Satisfactory  1 2 

Not  fully  Satisfactory 


42 

22 

20 


Chum  Sterility  Test:- 
No,  of  churns  tested 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 


11  47 

11  34 

13 


These  results  are  based  on  the  standards  used  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service. 


(b)  Biological  Samples 


54  samples  were  taken  mainly  from  producers*  premises  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Groby  Road,  Leicester. 

53  of  these  were  negative  regarding  evidence  of  the  presence  of  myco- 
tuberculosis.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any  Brucella  abortus  infection. 

The  sample  of  milk  showing  evidence  of  infection  with  myco-tuberculosis 
was  from  a Tuberculin  Tested  herd.  The  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of 
the  Ministry  made  a clinical  examination  of  the  herd  and  stated  the  cows  all 
appeared  satisfactory.  The  records  of  attestation  of  the  herd  were  clear 
and  two  group  samples  from  the  herd  were  submitted  to  biological  examination  ard 
declared  to  be  negative.  A further  routine  bulk  sample  was  taken  and 
declared  to  be  negative. 

MILK  SAMPLING 


A sharp  reduction  has  occurred  in  the  number  of  persons  distributing 
raw  milk  either  as  producer  - retailers  or  by  distributors  obtaining  supplies 
from  wholesalers  or  producers.  This  reduction  was  accelerated  by  the 
designation  of  the  district  as  a "Specified  Area.". 
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ICE  CREAM 


31  • Registered  Premises 

(1 ) Manufacture  and  Retail  = 3 

(2)  Manufacture  only  = Nil 

(3)  Retail  only  = 114 

47  inspections  were  made  at  38  premises,  4 defects  were  found, 

3 of  which  were  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  for  sale  in  the  district.  The  ice- 
cream which  is  sold  is  produced  by  the  nationally  known  companies  and 
almost  every  retailer  sells  it  in  prepacked  containers  or  wrappers. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year, 

32.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

(a)  There  are  7 private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  3 being  in  the 
Earl  Shilton  Ward,  1 at  Stoke  Golding  in  Trinity  Ward,  1 in  Barwell  Ward, 
1 in  De  Montfort  Ward  and  1 in  Castle  Ward, 

Ante-mortem  inspection  is  made  on  every  possible  occasion  and  one 
hundred  per  cent  post  mortem  inspection  takes  plo.ce . 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


0>) 


Cattle 

excldg 

Cows 

! 

, Cow  s 

i 

? 

1 

i- 

i 

j Calves 

I 

» 

i 

i 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

! Pigs 

i 

i 

Horses 

TOTAL 

j 

j .... 

Number  killed 

1613 

| 39 

* 

a 

t 

6821 

| 3911 

L . - - 

~ 

. 

12408 

" 1 ■ u J 

Number  inspected 

1613 

1 39 

j. . ..... 

— 

24 

- - -f 

6821 

i 3911 

12408 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEFT 

, 

Total 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

1 

- 

- ! 

i 

2 

2 

weight  in 

lbs. 

838 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

162 

5 

1 1 

! 

i 

267 

295 

2837i 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

10.1  ^ 

-a*. 

ro 

• 

co 

m 

1 

4.1^2  • 

! 

1 

1 

I 

1 

5.9% 

1.5% 

3675i 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

1 

‘ 

'Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

- 



1 

I 

- ! 

1404 

j Carcases  of  which 

I some  part  or  organ 
j was  condemned 

91 

i 

~ ! 

! 

I 

57 

• 

1 

r - 1 

4129 

1 Percentage  of  No* 

• inspected  affected 

! with  Tuberculosis 

; 

L 

5.7& 

12.8^5 

| 

1 

1 

1.K% 

| 

! 

1 

5533 

TOTAL  \ffiIGHT  CONDEMNED  DUPING  YEAR  = A Tons,  2 cwts,  2 Aw  lbs. 
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(c)  Meat  Inspection 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was  4 tons.  2 cwts.  24^  lhs. 
compared  with  10  tons,  14  cwts.  for  the  previous  year.  During  the  last  six 
months  of  1954  the  amount  condemned  was  2 tons.  1 cwt.  56  lhs.  which  is  almost 
equal  to  the  rate  of  condemnation  during  1955. 

The  animals  killed  for  food  was  shout  the  same  hut  whereas  in  1954  the 
number  of  cows  killed  was  27 8,  the  number  killed  in  1955  was  59.  This  factor 
together  with  the  improved  quality  of  the  animals  being  slaughtered  accounts 
for  the  large  reduction  in  the  amount  of  condemned  meat. 

1439  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  meat  and  food  inspection 
compared  with  1170  last  year.  These  inspections  have  been  made  at  all  times 
and  in  many  cases  outside  normal  working  hours.  The  cases  where  the  slaught- 
ering is  done  or  done  with  the  assistance  by  the  butcher  outside  his  normal 
shop  hours  has  been  mainly  the  cause  of  the  increased  number  of  inspections. 

One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year,  to  maintain  the  position  of  full  inspection  since  1927. 

(d)  Other  Foods 


The  following  unsound  food  was  inspected,  condemned,  surrendered  and 
suitably  disposed  of:- 


Commodity 

lbs. 

ozs. 

tins 

Other  container 

Tinned  Fruit 

710 

572 

Dried  » 

6 

_ 

Fresh  n 

40  English  Apples 

- 

Fruit  Juice 

5 

9 

5 

Tinned  Vegetables 

176 

15i 

199 

Fresh  " 

4928  (39cwt. potatoes, 5cwt. carrots) 

44  sacks 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

863 

13 

684 

Desiccated  Coconut 

6 

— 

.. 

Soup 

42 

5 

51 

Spaghetti 

3 

- 

4 

Meat  Fies 

70 

4 

- 

71  pies 

Bath  Chaps 

6 

- 

- 

4 pkts 

Sausage 

112 

- 

- 

Tongue 

21 

6 

9 

Corned  Beef 

966 

12 

171 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

5 

4 

7 

Cooked  Ham 

135 

9 

12 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

39 

2 

42 

Contd.  ... 
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Commodity 

lbs, 

, ozs. 

tins 

Other  container 

Stewed  Steak 

39 

4i 

51 

Draised  Hearts 

- 

13 

1 

Offal 

8 

- 

- 

Black  Pudding 

4 

- 

- 

Jam 

22 

- 

3 

12  Jars 

Golden  Syrup 

4 

- 

2 

Coffee 

1 

8 

6 

Milk 

21 6f 

pts.equiv. 

124 

Cream 

16 

2 

61 

Tinned  Fish 

27 

62 

63 

Fresh  ” 

126 

- 

3 boxes,  1 sack. 

Fish  cakes 

9 

— 

- 

Cheese 

76 

- 

- 

37  pkts,  3 blocks. 

Pickles 

3 

2 

- 

3 Jars 

Sweets 

38 

8 

- 

Biscuits 

4 

8 

- 

Calces 

2 

8 

- 

Crumpets 

9 

8 

- 

Porridge  Oats 

- 

12 

- 

1 pkt. 

Peanuts 

112 

•M 

•* 

1 sack 

TOTALS 

8643 

2 

2069 

42  pkts.  17  Jars. 

3 boxes.  43  sacks. 

(e)  Additional  investigations  made  concerning  Other  Foods 

There  is  evidence  that  the  people  are  ‘becoming  more  interested  in  Clean 
Food,  14  cases  of  alleged  unsatisfactory  food  were  brought  to  my  notice. 

In  nine  of  these  the  food  was  unfit  and  the  traders  concerned  accepted  our 
suggestions  and  agreed  to  surrender  the  food  or  to  withdraw  it  from  sale  until 
bacteriological  examination  had  been  made.  In  three  cases  of  foreign  objects 

in  food  which  had  been  prepared  in  a nearby  city  the  food  etc,  was  sent  to  the 
authority  concerned  for  their  information  and  action. 
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33.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


There  are  seven  private  slaughterhouses.  Work  was  completed  at 
four  of  them  to  make  the  premises  satisfactory.  Licences  have  "been  granted 
in  all  cases  for  a period  expiring  in  July  1959. 

The  slaughterhouses  have  "been  maintained  in  a clean  and  satisfactory 
condition. 

Regulations  are  to  he  made  prescribing  the  minimum  standards  for 
slaughterhouses.  If  the  recommendations  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee 
as  set  out  in  their  report  of  1955  are  followed,  I very  much  doubt  whether 
the  majority  of  our  slaughterhouses  would  comply. 

• 

34  inspections  were  made,  29  defects  or  contraventions  being  noted  as 
follows 


Cleansing  items  - 15 
Plot  and  cold  water  supplies  - 2 
Ventilation  - 1 
Structural  items  - 4 
Drainage  - 1 
Utensils  and  other  items  - 6 


28  of  these  defects  etc.  were  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

34.  KNACKER  YARD 


There  is  one  Knacker  Yard  which  is  situate  in  the  Barwell  Ward. 

12  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  5 contraventions  or  defects 
were  noted,  all  of  which  were  abated.  The  premises  are  satisfactory  and 
in  general  are  well  maintained.  They  were  further  improved  by  the  provision 
of  a tarmac  drive  leading  to  the  fenced  yard  around  them.  The  occupier 
has  given  instructions  for  a supply  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  the  town 
main. 

35.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1955. 

800  inspections  were  made  at  581  premises 
312  contraventions  or  defects  were  found  and 
242  were  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

78  contraventions  were  abated  from  action  commenced  in  1954. 

The  type  of  premises  visited  and  action  taken,  apart  from  Icecream 
premises  and  dairies  referred  to  earlier,  was  as  follows 
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PREMISES 

VISITED 

INSPECTIONS 

r 

CONTRAVENTIONS 

— 

ABATED 

Meat  Shops 

77 

100 

43 

24 

Meat  Rooms 

9 

9 

2 

1 

Fried  Fish 

& 

45 

49 

21 

15 

Chipped  Potatoes 
Canteens 

15 

19 

5 

3 

Bakehouses 

34 

42 

25 

21 

Others 

255 

303 

82 

46 

TOTAL 

435 

522 

178 

110 

36.  LICENSED  AND  CLUE  PREMISES 


Inspections  of  the  licensed  and  club  premises  have  continued  during 
the  year  as  indicated  in  the  following  summarised  table.  Progress  in 
general  has  not  been  as  rapid  as  one  would  have  liked,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  patience  together  with  persuasion,  will  eventually  achieve  more  than 
invoking  immediately  the  Statutory  Acts  and  Regulations.  Distriot 
Representatives  from  three  Brewery  Companies  have  been  met  at  the  premises 
under  their  control,  the  required  works  have  been  discussed,  and  they  have 
agreed  in  principle  to  carry  out  the  majority  of  the  work.  Another 
representative  agreed  to  proceed  with  some  of  the  required  work,  taking 
glass  washing  facilities  as  a priority. 

Some  clubs  have  carried  out  extensive  improvements.  Where  little 
or  no  response  had  been  made  letters  were  sent  to  the  secretaries 
requesting  expedition  of  the  outstanding  work.  Several  Club  Represent- 
atives have  been  met  at  their  premises  and  again  agreement  has  been  reached 
on  the  majority  of  items  discussed  and  attention  premised. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  all  lead  pipe  lines  have  been  or  will  be 
replaced  by  plastic  lines  of  hygienic  construction  and  glass  washing 
facilities  are  being  provided  as  required. 

Unfortunately,  the  question  of  ventilation  has  not,  as  yet,  received 
much  attention.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  an  ea.sy  matter 
to  decide  whether  owner  or  occupier  should  provide  extractor  fans. 

This  question  ha.s  been  settled  amicably  by  one  Company  where  the 
occupier  will  provide  the  fan  and  the  owners  will  install  it. 

It  is  known  that  orders  for  a considerable  amount  of  work  have  been 
placed. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DOME  DURING  1955 


I 

PUBLIC" 

HOUSES 

CLUB 

PREMISES 

TOTAL 

VISITS 

55 

2(d 

81 

REVISITS 

78 

32 

110 

CELLARS 

RGd.ecoro.tion  carried  out 

16 

6 

22 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

8 

2 

10 

Means  of  ventilation  provided 

- 

1 

1 

Water  supply  laid  on 

- 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous  items 

5 

3 

8 

(lighting  to  stairs, cleansing  etc.) 

OTHER  ROCMS 

Extractor  fans  provided 

3 

5 

8 

Redecoration  carried  out 

37 

24 

61 

Repair,  renewal  of  furniture 

7 

7 

14 

or  furnishings 

Serving  counters  covered  with 

4 

3 

7 

impervious  material 

■ 

Repairs,  plastering  etc.  done 

4 

- 

4 

Beer  pumps  renewed 

6 

- 

6 

Unsuitable  pipe  lines  replaced 

47 

47 

GLASS  WASHING  FACILITIES 

Stainless  Steel  sink  units  provided 

6 

5 

11 

Other  suitable  sink  provided 

- 

1 

1 

Waste  pipes  put  in  satisfactory 

6 

5 

11 

condition 

Sterilising  Agent  brought  into  use 

9 

3 

12 

Hot  water  provided  over  sink 

3 

4 

7 

Cold  water  provided  over  sink 

*• 

1 

1 

HAND  'WASHING  FACILITIES 

Sinks  Renewed 

1 

- 

1 

Hot  Water  provided 

2 

2 

4 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Additional  W.Cs.  provided 

2 

- 

2 

W.C.  renewed 

- 

1 

1 

New  urinals  constructed 

1 

1 

2 

Urinal  flushing  cisterns  provided 

4 

1 

5 

or  renewed 

Screening  provided 

3 

2 

5 

Labelling  of  sanitary  conveniences 

5 

1 

6 

carried  out 

Art.  lighting  provided 

6 

1 

7 

Redecoration  carried  out 

62 

17 

79 

Misc.  Items  (Door  fastenings ,Rprs. etc) 

32 

11 

43 

41 


. 


' 


$m>-gm3k‘&ir.o  noo 

■ ••:  r*i 

' 

' 

'-■■y  n & tin  taL'jQ  ,}  vx.ci 

' 

bow  ;vuoc  . ..q  T oJi 

- 

• 

' 

•T  - 

r 


i* 


frsj’  re.  ) ..-v  . 

■ 

' 


The  hygienic  standard  of  the  licensed  and  club  premises  has  improved 
and  1956  should  see  a further  considerable  improvement  in  this  respect. 

7.  OPEN  WEEKLY  MARKET 

The  market  was  inspected  on  55  occasions,  29  contraventions,  mainly 
regarding  protection  of  food  were  noted,  26  being  abated  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


The  provisions  of  the  byelaws  made  under  s.15  of  the  Pood  & Drugs 
Act,  1938  for  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Practices 
and  Conditions  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of 
Pood  and  Sale  of  Pood  in  the  Open  Air  which  were  adopted  by  the  Council 
in  1950  are  borne  in  mind  when  inspecting  the  market. 

I anticipated  that  the  provision  of  washing  facilities  would  be 
provided  to  help  in" securing  such  observance  of  the  Cleanly  Practices  etc." 
but  no  adequate  arrangements  have  yet  been  made. 

The  Council  are  the  owners  of  the  Market,  they  are  also  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1955  and  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  I respectfully  suggest  they  should  set  the  lead  and  a good 
example  to  other  traders  in  complying  with  the  law  in  this  respect. 

3.  POOD  POISONING- 

8 cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  One  small  outbreak  occurred, 
7 cases  being  notified,  though  11  persons  were  affected.  The  cases  were 
notified  by  two  medical  practitioners  on  the  11th  and  12th  July  1955.  All 
the  patients  were  adults.  The  general  symptoms  were  vomiting  and  diarrhoea 
which  had  commenced  from  2 to  24  hours  after  eating  pressed  beef  obtained 
from  a local  butcher  v/ho  had  cooked  and  processed  the  meat.  The  weather, 
at  the  time,  was  exceptionally  hot.  Remains  of  the  pressed  beef  were 
obtained  from  two  houses  where  cases  had  occurred  and  the  same  strain  of 
food  poisoning  organism  was  isolated  from  the  meat  obtained  from  one  of  the 
houses  as  was  isolated  from  specimens  from  three  of  the  patients. 

The  butcher's  method  of  preparing  pressed  beef  was  checked  and  he  was 
told  to  exercise  care  at  all  times  but  especially  after  meat  had  been 
removed  from  the  pressure  cooker  for  cooling  before  going  into  the  refrig- 
erator and  whilst  it  was  exposed  for  sale. 

During  the  year  47  investigations  were  made  regarding  food  poisoning 
and  265  investigations  were  made  regarding  dysentery. 
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39.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


The  trades  carried  on 


(a)  There  are  311  factories  on  our  register, 
in  these  being  as  follows:  - 


Hosiery  Manufacturers  

Underwear  " 

Boot  & Shoe  " • 

Engineering  Factories  • • • • • • 

Display  Studios  

Elastic  Braid  Manufacture  

Public  Transport  Depots  ...  ... 

Printers  

Cardboard  Box  Manufacturers  

Builders  & Timber  Merchants  ...  ... 

Dyers  & Cleaners  

Clothing  Manufacture  

Chemical  Manufacture  

Furniture  and  Upholstery  Repairers  . . . 

Automobile  Engineers  

Knitted  Goods  

Hosiery  Machinery  Engineers  

Joinery  and  Wheelwrights  

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers  

Bakers  and  Confectioners  

Dental  Mechanics  

Mineral  Water  Manufacture  ...  ... 

Electrical  and  Auto-electrical  engineers 
Milk  Pasteurising  Plants  ...  ... 


108 

8 

28 

21 

4 
1 
if 
8 

5 

34 

5 

1 

1 

7 

28 

2 

3 

4 
17 

8 

3 

1 

8 

2 


TOTAL  311 


62  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  23  premises  and  31 
contraventions  or  defects  were  found,  24  of  these  being  abated 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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(b)  Outworkers 


The  return  of  outworkers  employed  during  the  six  months  preceding 
August  was  as  follows:  - 

Returns  received  from  ~ 127  firms 


Number  of  firms  who  employ  outworkers 

- 81 

i? 

" outworkers  employed 

- 613 

it 

" local  outworkers  employed 

- 488 

it 

" outworkers  employed  who  reside  j^n  <gthe^ 

- 125 

it 

'•  firms  who  sent  in  a Nil  return 

- 46 

The  number  of  outworkers  employed  - 613,  shows  a slight  decrease 
from  last  year's  return  of  643 • 

No  instances  occurred  of  outwork  "being  performed  in  unwholesome 
premises. 

40.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 

1,288  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the  destruction  of 
rats,  mice  or  pests.  More  calls  are  made  upon  the  Rodent  Operator  than 
he  can  deal  with. 


The  report  of  12  months  work  ending  31st  March  1 956  was  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  the  following  information 
is  set  out  from  it:- 


No.  of  properties  to  "be  protected 

No.  of  properties  inspected,  as  a result  of:- 

(a)  notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise 


13,805 

- 367 

- 78 

- 41 


No.  of  properties  found  to  be  infeBted:- 

(a}  Rats,  minor  infestation  - 201 

(b)  Mice,  " » - 81 

All  these  infestations  were  efficiently  treated. 

Contract  Premises 


31  business  premises  had  a contract  with  the  Health  Department  to  remove 
any  infestation  of  rats  or  mice  on  their  premises.  4 of  these  premises 
also  have  contracts  covering  the  destruction  of  ants,  crickets  or  beetles. 
1 premises  have  a contract  for  the  disinfestation  of  their  premises  of 
ants  and  beetles. 
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Some  of  the  films  have  had  contracts  with  the  department  since  194-5, 
they  regard  the  reasonable  charge  made  as  an  insurance  premium  for  the 
protection  of  their  premises  and  goods.  Prompt  service  is  given  and 
judging  from  the  retention  of  our  contracts  and  the  good  results  obtained, 
it  is  evident  that  this  aspect  of  the  department’s  duties  is  appreciated. 

SEWER  BAITING- 


The  thirteenth  treatment  of  sewers  was  made  between  11th  July  and 
20th  October.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  the  General  Assistant  and  the 
Rodent  Operator  on  three  days  of  each  week  whenever  possible.  There  was 
some  delay  at  one  time  due  to  transport  difficulties,  these  were  overcome 
when  the  additional  van  wa.s  provided. 

369  manholes  were  prebaited,  13  complete  and  29  paid:  takes  being  noted. 
Where  there  was  any  take  of  prebait,  the  manhole  concerned  and  all  adjacent 
manholes  were  poison  baited. 

There  was  very  little  evidence  of  ra.ts  in  the  sewers.  Infestations 
where  they  did  occur  in  some  instances  seemed  to  be  connected  with  building 
development  ’where  rats  from  open  country  gained  access  to  sewers  or  drains 
which  were  left  open.  In  these  cases,  attention  of  the  builders  and 
workers  was  drawn  to  the  need  for  using  reasonable  care  to  prevent  rat 
infestation. 

Where  com  ricks  were  being  thrashed,  it  was  noted  that  occasionally 
a stoat  was  dislodged  but  no  rats  were  seen,  indicating  that  the  shortage 
of  rabbits  has  caused  the  stoats  to  deal  with  rats  and  apparently  to 
reduce  their  numbers  somewhat  around  the  countryside. 

41.  STAFF 


The  establishment  is  the  same  as  last  year  excepting  the  appointment 
of  a youth  as  a pupil  sanitary  inspector. 

The  Council  agreed  to  increase  the  establishment  by  one  sanitary 
inspector,  to  bring  the  technical  staff  to  a Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  a 
Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  three  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 
but  this  appointment  was  deferred  when  the  rate  for  1956-57  was  being 
considered. 
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TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  URBAN  COUNCIL 


Year 

Population 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1899 

• • • 

11,019 

361 

30.08 

193 

16.08 

160.6 

1909 

• • • 

12,576 

335 

27.6 

190 

15.1 

146.2 

1919 

• • • 

13,707 

208 

12.99 

171 

11.12 

100.9 

1929 

• • • 

15,650 

294 

18.9 

223 

14.2 

71 .4 

1934 

• • • 

16,920 

302 

17.7 

182 

10.7 

46.0 

1939 

• • • 

34,360 

594 

17.2 

336 

9.6 

47.0  j 

1940 

• • • 

35,060 

601 

17.1 

364 

10.38 

47.0 

1941 

o • • 

35,087 

574 

15.96 

397 

11.06 

50.5 

1942 

• • • 

35,044 

654 

18.66 

321 

9.11 

42.8 

1943 

• • • 

34,498 

681 

19.71 

328 

9.5 

36.7 

1944 

• •• 

34,430 

753 

21.9 

335 

9.7 

27.9 

1945 

• • • 

34,400 

688 

20.0 

323 

9.3 

26.1 

1946 

• • • 

36,620 

855 

23.3 

366 

9.9 

44.4  1 

1947 

© • • 

37,650 

858 

22.79 

397 

10.5 

46.8 

1940 

• • • 

38,580 

705 

20,39 

364 

9.4 

24.2  ! 

1949 

• • • 

38,750 

691 

17.83 

396 

10.2 

27.4 

1950 

• • • 

39,050 

680 

17.41 

367 

9.39 

26.85 

1951 

• • • 

38,980 

683 

17.5 

392 

10.05 

46.8  ; 

1952 

• • • 

39,080 

605 

15.48 

348 

8.9 

26.44  i 

1953 

• • • 

39,310 

669 

17.01 

356 

9.05 

32.88 

1 1954 

• • • 

39,680 

577 

14.54 

413 

10.40 

24.26  i 

' 1955 

• • • 

39,800 

569 

14.29 

394 

9.89 

33.39 

46 
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